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NEWS & EVENTS

Conference report on European values and emotions is now available online (in French

and in English) 

We have now published online a report, both in English and in French of the international

conference that the chair co-organized on "Europe and its values at the heart of conHicting

emotions" on 5 March 2020. This conference focused on values and emotions in European

debates on populism, migration, central and eastern Europe, culture and history. It was

attended by more than 100 people and organized jointly with the Université Saint-Louis –

Bruxelles and the Paul-Henri Spaak seminars (UCLouvain). On our website you can also Ynd

an article on this event as well as pictures. 

 

In memoriam Maurice Velge (1935-2020), initiator and co-sponsor of the chair

On 4 October 2020 Maurice Velge passed away at the age of 84. Almost a decade ago, he

came up with the idea of a Chair in European Values and he helped to convince two

universities, the UCLouvain and the UAntwerp, to each create a Chair in European Values.

Inaugurated in 2015, these two chairs are mainly sponsored by the Baillet Latour Fund. Velge
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himself also continued to sponsor these chairs, while following their activities with great

interest. You can Ynd an obituary (in French), written by Bernard Coulie, who helped create

the chair at UCLouvain, here.

 

Talk and publication on the History of European Values (February 2021)

In February 2021 Wim Weymans gave a talk on "a critical history of European values" for an

international and interdisciplinary group of experts who want to translate the results of the

latest European Values Study (EVS) for policymakers and a wider public through a book and a

series of workshops. The workshop was hosted (online) by the University of Vienna

(Universität Wien). An extended version of this paper will be published in a book in 2022

(Springer, open access).

Guest seminar on European values at the College of Europe (July 2020)

In July 2020 Wim Weymans gave a 2-hour guest seminar on “European values” at the College

of Europe (Bruges) as part of their yearly one-week “intensive seminar on the EU” training

program. The seminar was entitled “The potential and limitations of promoting European

values” and involved lively discussions with the participants.

Guest seminar Kris Grimonprez “Case4EU@school” (April 2020 and 2021)

In April 2020 and 2021 the Chair in European Values at UCLouvain welcomed Kris Grimonprez

to exchange views on European values with students about her ongoing project

“Case4EU@school” (KU Leuven). In her project Kris Grimonprez uses cases from the European

Court of Justice to stimulate reHection in schools about the European Union in general and

European values in particular. You can read more about her project here. Due to the Corona-

crisis this scheduled guest-seminar was replaced by an online exchange with the students of

the interdisciplinary seminar “Rethinking Europe”. 

 
New researcher Nicolas Arens (September 2020)
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In September 2020 Nicolas Arens obtained a 3-year post-doctoral grant from the FNRS

research fund to do research at UCLouvain, where he will be agliated in part with the chair in

European values and where he will do research on the relationship between democracy,

populism and the European Union. On 20 and 21 January 2022 he will organize an

international conference on the contribution of political philosophy to understanding the EU.

TEACHING

Seminar on European values ( Spring 2020 and Spring 2021)

In the spring of 2020 and 2021, a group of respectively 30 and 15 students coming from all

over Europe participated in an interdisciplinary MA seminar entitled "Rethinking Europe" that

focused an entire semester on “European Values” and that was taught by Wim Weymans.

Every week they discovered diherent perspectives on the topic of “European values” which

allowed them to debate with each other on this subject. On 5 March 2020 students also

participated in an international conference on European values and emotions, co-organized

by the chair. During the lock-down from mid-March 2020 onward the seminar had to move

entirely online. A highpoint of this seminar was a special session in April 2020 and 2021 when

students were able to discover and ask questions about Kris Grimonprez' project and

Grimonprez in turn responded in detail to the many points raised by the students. In the last

sessions they presented and discussed their own papers in the form of an online mini-

conference, whereby students commented on each other’s presentations.

 
History of European Integration (Autumn 2020)

In the autumn of 2020 Wim Weymans co-taught an MA lecture course in English on the

history of European integration at UCLouvain. This class was attended by around 25 students

that came from all over Europe and beyond.

RECENT PUBLICATIONS AND RESEARCH

Essay on the legacy of the values of May 1968

In May 2020 Wim Weymans published a scholarly article on the legacy of May 1968 in the

Tocqueville Review. May 1968 marked an important shift in values in many continents, but also

in Europe, both in East and West. The legacy of May 1968 is contested and, in this essay,

Weymans shows how a leading French theorist of 1968, Claude Lefort, reinterpreted key-

concepts linked to 1968 such as self-management, democracy and contestation.

Book on European values by the Chair in European values at UAntwerp 

In October 2020 Heleen Touquet, who holds the Chair in European Values at UAntwerp,

https://alliance-europa.eu/en/call/call-for-papers-conference-political-philosophy-classics-and-the-european-integration/
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/cdc2020/en-cours-2020-leusl2051
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.law.kuleuven.be%2Fpub%2Fen%2FCASE4EUatschool%2FindexENG&data=04%7C01%7Csophie.kaisin%40uclouvain.be%7C45a38d458a5d47535b8608d8da6a2a4d%7C7ab090d4fa2e4ecfbc7c4127b4d582ec%7C0%7C0%7C637499496807370249%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=6anrR9VU44TVejwo2vSM4MwhsNOdPkKYFGwNi2Nv0SA%3D&reserved=0
https://sites.uclouvain.be/archives-portail/cdc2020/en-cours-2020-leusl2043
https://muse.jhu.edu/article/755013/summary
https://www.uantwerpen.be/nl/leerstoelen/europese-waarden-discoursen/


published a book on European Values, entitled What Values, Whose Values. The book contains

three interviews with François Foret, Peter Verovšek and Cynthia Miller Idriss on the topic of

European values and the various ways they are linked with other topics such as memory

politics or political radicalisation. The book can be ordered here.

 

SUPPORT THE CHAIR

The Chair in European Values (UCLouvain) promotes debate and reHection on "European

values" in their diversity and complexity. If you wish to support the chair, click here or else

contact Hélène de Brouwer, Fondation Louvain, UCLouvain, helene.debrouwer@uclouvain.be,

Tel. +32 (0)10 47 81 42. Donors will automatically receive a tax receipt for gifts of over

€40, mentioning 'Chair in European Values' to the bank account of the Fondation

Louvain: IBAN BE 29 2710 3664 0164.
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